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ABSTRACT: Bronze bells unearthed from the Yungui Plateau include two types: one with semi-circular

suspension loops, and the other, sheep’s horn loops. These two types of bells can be further divided into two

subtypes, respectively. Bronze bells with semi-circular suspension loops were invented by the Yi of Southwest

China under the influence of Central Plains musical bell culture transmitted to the Yungui Plateau through Ba,

Shu, and Western Sichuan Plateau. Sheep’s horn-loop bells, originating in eastern Guangxi, were invented by

Western Ou peoples through combining local ethnic traditions with Central Plains musical bell culture, then

transmitted westward into the Yungui Plateau.
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