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Abstract: Taosi was the most typical site where pig mandibles were important in burials during the Longshan
period in the middle Yellow River area. The special burial custom was only found in the Taosi Capital site in
the Jinnan Basin of the Taosi culture. In the early period of the Taosi cemetery, the tomb occupants buried
with pig mandibles had high social ranks. The large number of pig mandibles may have been mortuary gifts
from mourners, who may have been related in kinship with the tomb occupants. In addition, through
diachronic changes, pig mandibles became part of the low—status tombs in the late Taosi period, to ward off
evil spirits.
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