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The Construction of Cultural Heritage Studies as An Academic Discipline
WANG Ren-yu

(Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100710)

Abstract: The discussion on the status and construction of cultural heritage studies as an academic dis-
cipline has received great attention over the past decade. It is not only directly related to the cultural re-
source management function of the national society, but also concerns the special feature of its management
as a scientific research act. For cultural studies to become a discipline, it is important to have an indepen-
dent research perspective and a corresponding theoretic foundation of philosophy and social sciences. The re-
lationship between “heritage studies” and other related disciplines is not a technical “internalization”. The
recognition of heritage is often derived from the research and findings of other disciplines. Heritage studies
takes all acts of heritage as its research object, and the research should focus on the process of value forma-
tion. The three research directions of heritage theories, heritage protection, and heritage resource manage-
ment can roughly cover the basic contents of the future construction of “cultural heritage studies” in China.

Key words: cultural heritage studies; disciplinary construction; cultural heritage research; research
paradigm; disciplinary relations;disciplinary system; heritage theories;heritage protection; heritage resource

management
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