Turquoise-Inlaid Bronzes of the Yinxu Culture: In the Example of
the National Museum of China Collection
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Abstract: The National Museum of China has a collection of turquoise-inlaid bronze weapons such
as square fou[ %], yue[#%], and ge[%.], which indicates that most of the turquoise-inlaid bronzes of
the Yinxu culture period were weapons and horse and chariot devices. Some of the turquoise inlay
craftsmanship of the Yinxu culture period was exquisite, while others comparatively rough, and
there was also a difference in their ranks. The turquoise inlays were often more refined and elaborate
for objects used by higher social classes. But turquoise inlay itself did not represent a higher social
class, nor the necessary choice of those with a higher social status. This suggests that turquoise-inlaid
bronzes lost their status as ritual objects after the mid Shang culture and that turquoise became a
mere ornament for bronze wares.
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