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Abstract: The newly discovered bronze human figurine from sacrificial pit No.8 can
be pieced together with the legs found in sacrificial pit No.2 in 1986, depicting a supernatural
face figure in an astonishing contortionist posture, with his bird-claw feet each grasping a bird-
head fish. Though really rare in prehistory and early history of China, it shares some significant
similarities with the contortionist artifacts in Mesoamerica from the Olmec to post Classic period.
In the Mesoamerican context, those artifacts are interpreted as the depiction of real ritual acrobat
performance which imitate the germination of important plants such as the maize and the coconut
tree. The paper argues that considering the similar shamanism tradition, the Sanxingdui figurine
indicates that same acrobat performance might also happen in Sanxingdui ritual practice. In fact,
as some scholars suggest, one distinguished characteristic of the Sanxingdui bronze artifacts is the
exhibition of histrionic posture and scenes. Typical examples include those bronze figures holding
ritual instruments in their hands, the newly unearthed kneeling person with extremely long upward
hair and dramatic facial expression. Even the multi-storey so-called altar with dozens of figures
and sacred animals might be an artistic depiction of grand ritual performance with the complex
platform, quite similar with those still popular in Mesoamerica in pre-Hispanic time. However,
despite the similarities, there is no evidence to say that this unique figurine is also performing a
ritual pertaining to the germination of important plants. Considering a long tradition of the cult of
fish-bird transformation which appeared earlier than 6000 BP, the paper suggests that the figure
probably is imitating the struggling birth of a fingerling from a fish spawn and its afterward
transformation into a sacred bird. A jade fish-shaped yazhang tablet with a bird in the fish mouth
is the strong evidence for the fish-bird transformation cult in the Sanxingdui Culture. The so-call
gold cane from Sanxingdui might have been hold by the king of the ancient Shu state to show his
prestige. The curved designs on the cane, depicting the flying bird in front of a fish with an arrow
deeply shot inside its body, indicates that the main story the cane wants to tell is the ability of the
king to guarantee the successfully birth of the sacred bird from the fish.

Key Words: Sanxingdui, Mesoamerica, Contortion, Ritual performance, Fish-bird transformation
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