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ABSTRACT: This article classifies officially authorized mint molds from the reign of Wang Mang and

discusses different minting techniques applied in Wang Mang’s four monetary reforms. According to analysis

of discovered mint sites, Wang Mang sent fifty Grand Masters of Remonstrance to commanderies for minting,

and thus they brought the officially authorized mint molds. Through analysis of inscriptions on mint molds,

it is clear that zhongguan (Office of the Central Mint) was divided into front and rear offices during the first

monetary reform. They not only minted coins, but also provided authorized mint molds for other minting

workshops. Among discovered mint sites, mint molds unearthed from the zhongguan mint site at Zhaolun and

the Haohanmiao site in Xi’an include a complete range of mint mold types, and mint molds forms are basically

identical. The former site was the location of the front zhongguan, and therefore, it is inferred that the latter was

likely the rear zhongguan.
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