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ABSTRACT: The domestication of plants and animals was a special evolutionary process that occurred under

influence of human behavior. The morphological and genetic characteristics of plants and animals in the early stages

of domestication still show wild traits, and the so-called earliest crops and domestic animals are comparative. Human

behavior acting as an unconscious selection has affected the direction and pace of domestication of plants and animals,

and thus is an important parameter in identifying domestication. According to archaeological evidence of early

cultivation and sedentary lifestyle, the process of domestication of rice as well as the beginning of rice farming in

China spanned over four to five thousand years, showing a rhythm of leaping forward every two thousand years. The

origin of rice agriculture began around 10,000 BP, entered into a critical stage around 8,000 BP, and was completed

around 6,000 BP. Thereafter farming replaced gathering and hunting as the core of the subsistence economy, and an

agricultural society in which agricultural production was the driving economic force was established.
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