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ABSTRACT: More than 70 published tombs of the Yue State can be divided into seven levels. As the status

of the tomb increases, so does the total number and rate of occurrence of buried model bronze musical instruments.

However, there are no clear institutionalized differences in the types, assemblages, or quantitative composition of

model bronze musical instruments, nor in combination modes, materials, heights, or layouts correlated with tombs

of different statuses. Burying bronze musical instruments as indicators of hierarchical differentiation likely resulted

from the political influence of the Central Plains, while emphasis on the total number of buried musical instruments

probably originated from Yue State tradition predating the late Spring and Autumn.
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