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A Study of Bowls and Plates Sets as Burial Objects in Song Dynasty Tombs

in the Lower Yangtze River Region
LU Zhen-shuo

(School of History, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300350)

Abstract: The practice of burying bowl and plate sets as burial objects is observed in some Song Dynasty

tombs in the lower Yangtze River region. These vessels are found in fixed positions, either concentrated in

the tomb chamber or placed at one end of the coffin with another set on the side of the tomb’ s front. The

quantity of these burial vessels varies significantly due to regional factors. This burial custom can be traced

back to the late Tang and Five Dynasties periods, where it already appeared in high—ranking tombs. During

the late Northern Song period, this custom became prevalent in the tombs of officials, scholars, and affluent

families. As these bowls and plates sets are often found near the head of the tomb occupant and some are

even used to hold food, they are likely associated with rituals of offering food and drink. Additionally, some

of these bowls and plates also served as everyday utensils. However, the presence of such vessels and related

burial practices is less reported in tombs from the Southern Song period onwards, possibly due to spatial con-

straints within tombs and a weakening of the notion of offering a variety and large quantity of food.
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