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On Li Yichen Family’s Donation of Caves and Their Life in Luoyang in
the Early Tang Dynasty

JiAimin Jiao Jianhui

ABSTRACT: Li Yichen’s sons and daughters respectively donated the construction of caves
with Buddhist sculptures enshrined inside at the mountain located west to the Longmen
Grottoes in honor of their parents during the first decade under Wu Zetian’s reign, thus
praying for the deceased to be reborn in the paradise of Buddhism and their family virtues
to be cherished in memory. That the whole family is assembled, especially with the members
serving and resided far away coming back home for the sake of cave donation and worship of
their ancestors, is significantly strengthening the unity and cohesion of the clan.

KEYWORDS: Li Yichen’s clan; Longmen Grottoes; social life; the early Tang Dynasty

On Li Hui’s Tomb with the Muraled Bird-and-Flower Screen of the
Tang Dynasty

Feng Yifan

ABSTRACT: The wall-painted six-paneled screen with flower-and-plant pattern in Li Hui’s
Tomb of the Tang Dynasty is considered as the earliest screen-painting with floral motif
ever-discovered by archaeology when the bird-and-flower genre in Chinese art is growing
at the initial stage of formation and development. The earlier bird-and-flower screen looks
‘auspicious’ usually painted on the walls around the coffin platform only. But, by the mid-late
Tang dynasty, it has become an important element of certain motifs to show up in the inner
tomb-chambers reaching out of the restrictions of multi-screened composition. It is viewed
in the thesis that this floral screen-painting involves the issues on art history concerning not
only the origin and evolution of flower-and-bird painting, but also the interaction between
depiction and draft-drawing (Fenben), real life and funeral space. Therefore, this transformation
from tomb-mural to inner-chambered decoration actually lies in people’s growing consciousness of
family and clan as well as the changed idea on funeral consequently.

KEYWORDS: Tang tombs; muraled-painting of tomb chamber; painting with floral
pattern; screen

On the Northern-Qi to Flourishing Tang Dynasties’ Low-Temperature
Multi-Colored Ceramics and the Impacts from Foreign Cultures

Wang Xing

ABSTRACT: Here is a contrast analysis between three types of low-temperature multi-colored
objects in the thesis referring to the Northern-Qi bi-colored potteries, the early-Tang yellow-
glazed colored-pottery figures and the Tang tri-colored ceramics for their major features of
each and the foreign cultural impacts upon them. It is summed up as follows: the Northern-
Qi lower-temperature multi-colored objects represented by the bi-colored potteries are the
products of the imported cultural impacts upon the late Northern Dynasties; the Tang tri-
colored pottery figures embody the mixture of foreign-local cultures that reached by the
glorious Tang times, which play the important part in funeral culture of the era; The production
and development of the low-temperature multi-colored pottery objects specifically presents the
Hu-Han blending in culture through the Northern-Qi and the flourishing Tang dynasties.
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