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Xia Nai and the Northwest Scientific Expedition

—Plus a Discussion on the Beginning of Scientific Archaeology
in Northwest China

YAN li
(Institute of History, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310063, Zhejiang )

Abstract: In 1943-1945, Xia Nai was appointed to the historical archaeology group of the Northwest Scientific Expedition
by the Academia Sinica. Professor Xia’s use of scientific methods in archaeological excavation, field documentation and the con-
servation of cultural relics mark the first scientific archaeological excavation undertaken by Chinese scholars in northwest China.
During the expedition, Xia Nai effectively reacted to problems caused by the harsh natural environment and complex geographi-
cal conditions, greatly facilitating the progress of the expedition. The artifacts obtained during the expedition, which included
Han dynasty slips, stele inscriptions and funerary objects, provided important material for archaeological research and are of great
value even today.
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