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Abstract: The Shang Dynasty marked the early stage of the development of the stone chime. The Taosi site
in southern Shanxi made the birthplace of the stone—chime culture. In the Early Taosi culture around 4300
years ago, stone chimes in the primitive form appeared, which made a development out of the original large
flake stones suitable to hung up and be struck to sound. In the Middle and Late Longshan period, new types
of stone chimes appeared in western Henan, which may have been influenced by the set of Taosi.
Subsequently, stone chimes of the Taosi style appeared in the Qijia culture in Gansu and Ningxia areas, and
the lower Xiajiadian culture in the western Liao River basin. In prior to the Shang Dynasty, stone chimes
have completed the chain from the initial stage, to transmission and early integration.

Keywords: Preliminary stone chime, Shape and structure, Prototype, Origin
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