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ABSTRACT: Xuanren Gate was the east gate of the eastern city of Luoyang during the Sui and Tang
through the Northern Song dynasties. Its location and structure have been confirmed through archaeological
excavations. However, the date of Xuanren Gate was still in debate. Based on the appearance of stone-lined
doorway foundations as well as stone and brick paved roads, alongside records in the Yingzao fashi and figural
images in Song-Yuan paintings, in addition to analysis of the administrative courtyard site in the eastern city and
its gate, this study argues that Xuanren Gate was built during the reign of Emperor Huizong of the Northern Song
Dynasty. In addition, taking analysis of the date of Xuanren Gate as a point of departure, this study also addresses
the urban archaeology of “ancient-modern overlapping” cities, the paradigm shift of “Tang and Song reform”, the
writing of Yingzao fashi and its application in Luoyang city plan, and other related issues.
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