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ABSTRACT: Three 9"-10" century shipwrecks, named Belitung, Intan, and Cirebon respectively, were

discovered in the waters of the Java Sea in Indonesia. A total of about 70 Chinese bronze mirrors were recovered

from these three wrecks. This study analyzes the “export” of these Chinese bronze mirrors and their destinations

during the 9"-10" centuries. Through a comprehensive analysis of the styles, assemblages, and spatial

coordination of the bronze mirrors found on these shipwrecks, alongside comparison of synchronic examples

unearthed from tombs, pagoda chambers, and hoards, this study argues that the difference between “exported”

bronze mirrors and those “sold domestically” lay in the coexistence of new and old mirrors in the former case,

with a higher proportion of heavier and more exquisite old mirrors. This difference is attributed to the special

demands of overseas markets, such as Southeast Asia, West Asia, and Central Asia, for Chinese high-level bronze

products.
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