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ABSTRACT: During the late Warring States through the early Western Han periods, there were two
political entities in southern Zhejiang and Fujian provinces: Dongou and Minyue. Their archaeological remains
are both identical in appearance and quite unique, and thus they can collectively be referred to as Eastern Yue

Tomb Periodization  Late

remains. Through typological study of typical pottery assemblages unearthed from tombs, the Eastern Yue tombs
are divided into three periods: the end of Warring States through the Qin Dynasty, the end of the Qin Dynasty
through the reigns of emperors Wen and Jing of Han, and the reigns of emperors Wen and Jing of Han through the
first year of Emperor Wu’s Yuanfeng reign. In addition, Eastern Yue tombs can be divided into three hierarchies
based on scale. Through analysis of cultural attributes such as tomb type, grave goods, and funerary customs,
this study indicates that Eastern Yue remains include the cultural elements ranging from the Yue state to the Han
culture to idiosyncratic and innovative cultural attributes. Through analysis of both these archaeological remains
and relevant documents, this study fully addresses issues such as ethnicity, state, state capital, changes of political
regimes, and population migration routes in the region.
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