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An Archaeobotanical Observation on the Agricultural Complexity of
the Haidai Region in the Shang and Zhou Periods
GUO Rong—zhen' JIN Gui-yun®

(1. National Museum of China, Beijing, 100006;
2. Institute of Cultural Heritage of Shandong University, Qingdao, Shandong 266237)

Abstract: A thorough analysis of the available archaeobotanical evidences indicates that the agricultur-
al economy continued to develop in the Haidai region in the Shang and Zhou periods following the advance-
ment in the Longshan Culture and Yueshi Culture. The crops planted ranged from corn, millet, rice, wheat,
soybeans, barley, buckwheat, red beans, mung beans, and cowpea to hemp. Both similarities and differences
existed between regions and time periods. What remained strong was the trend of wheat crops intensifying
and rice crop weakening. Combined with zooarchaeological evidences, it can be argued that agricultural com-
plexity further developed during the Shang and Zhou periods, and the Haidai region was included in the
wave of early food globalization.

Key words: Haidai region; Shang and Zhou periods; crop structure; agricultural complexity
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