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Abstract: In Shang and Western Zhou dynasties, lacquerware combining copper and wood
as core material had special significance against the background of the Bronze Age. According to
available information, this technique began at the end of Shang Dynasty and was used until the
early Spring and Autumn period, which was not only a substitute for bronze ritual vessels, but
also used in daily life during that time. The most important purpose of its appearance was to save
precious copper material. During the Warring States period, Qin and Han dynasties, lacquerware
with metal inlay decoration along the rim, body or bottom inherited the craftsmanship of copper-
wood combination process since the Shang and Western Zhou dynasties, these two techniques
were closely related, but had obvious distinctions in terms of shape, function and other aspects.
The copper component of Shang-Zhou lacquerware combining copper and wood was mainly
used to present a specific appearance which seems more or less like copperware; while the metal
components of lacquerware with metal inlay decoration along the rim, body or bottom were
often gold or silver, even copper components were either gilded or inlaid with gold (or silver),
such technique was initially developed in order to strengthen the thin lacquerware. As time
passed, it emphasized more on decorative function to imitate gold and silver ware. The change of
craftsmanship demonstrates distinct artistic and aesthetic characteristics of the Bronze Age and
Iron Age, and shows no direct connection or origin. According to the existing records, Chinese
lacquerware with metal inlay decoration along the rim, body or bottom was first born in early
Warring States period.

Key Words: Lacquerware; Lacquerware combining copper and wood; Lacquerware with
metal inlay decoration along the rim, body or bottom; Body structure; Decoration
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