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Bohai State

Hill-Top City at Dongmou  Roof Tile

ABSTRACT: Carbon 14 dating of charcoal from foundation trenches of the mason city wall of the early

period of the hill-top city at Mopan Village suggests a date range between 656-727 AD. The treasury inside the

city yielded Mohe-style pottery jars and bird-lotus patterned roof tile ends unique to Bohai. The earliest coin

discovered is the Tang Dynasty Kaiyuan Tongbao. In addition, water storage facilities commonly found in the

hill-top cities of Goguryeo were absent at the hill-top city at Mopan Village. Therefore, it can be confirmed that

Mopan was a royal city of the early Bohai period. This study suggests that Mopan was likely the Dongmou hill-

top city built by the Bohai Dazuorong, based on records in the “Old Book of Tang.” Early remains inherited the

Mohe pottery style and still used Tang coinage. Roof tile ends with lotus patterns indicate influence from the

Wandu hill-top city in Ji’an, which led to the creation of bird-lotus patterned roof tile ends and constituted the

diverse cultural landscape of the early Bohai state.
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