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ABSTRACT: This article explores three issues related to the construction of mausoleums: ‘yinshan weiling’ (mausoleums
on mountains), mausoleum area, and Kanyu geomancy. The original idea of ‘yinshan weiling’ refers to the attempt of
constructing mausoleums on mountains or high-elevation land. Two types of tomb structures are associated with mausoleums
on mountains: vertical pits and horizontal pits. The former type was standardized by Qinshihuang’s mausoleum and had
some influences in the mausoleums during the Eastern Jin, Southern Dynasties, Jin Dynasty, and Yuan Dynasty. In contrast,
the latter type initially appeared during the Eastern Han period and was inherited as the principle of Western Jin and Tang
Dynasties mausoleums. The independent mausoleum garden system emerged during the Warring States period evolved into
the mausoleum area system during the Han and Jin periods. This system embodied the dialectic relationship between the
royal power and centralization of the central court. Also, this pattern represents the core value of ‘building the state as one’s
household’. After the Song period, the mausoleum system eventually became the so-called ‘centralized mausoleum system’.
The influence of Kanyu geomancy had been increasingly deepened from the Southern Dynasties onward, and was transformed
into the ideology of ‘going after profits and avoiding disadvantages’ during the Ming-Qing periods. It is also noteworthy that
the Kanyu geomancy employed by the royal family was different from that used among ordinary people, representing the

pursuit of strengthening the imperial power of the royal family.
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