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A Discussion on the Proto—porcelains Excavated From Shandong Region
YAO Bin ZHANG Chong

(Zibo Museum, Zibo, Shandong, 255000)

Abstract: Proto—porcelain represents an important stage of the development of Chinese ceramics, and
Shandong is one of the main areas in the north where proto—porcelain was unearthed. Proto—porcelain
was introduced to Shandong in the middle of the Shang dynasty and used among the nobles when the Shang
court started to cast more attention on the eastern areas. The rulers of the Western Zhou dynasty bestowed
the proto—porcelains produced in the south to the nobles of vassal states, many of whom were Shang decedents.
In the late Western Zhou dynasty, with the decline of the Zhou court and their control over the south, pro-
toporcelains were rarer to see. The late Spring and Autumn period witnessed the rise of the Yue kingdom to
be one of the main powers in the central plan, the proto—porcelain as a representative of the Yue culture,
appeared again in the Shandong region. The Yue kingdom started to decline in the early Warring States,
which led to the disappearance of proto—porcelains in Shandong. With the gradual stabilization of the West-
ern Han dynasty and the recovery of the national economy, the production of proto—porcelains in Yue
flourished again and was reintroduced to Shandong. But they were no longer exclusive to the noble class, and
their social function changed; they were more sold as an important commodity.

Key words: Shandong; proto—porcelain; Shang and Zhou period; Western Han dynasty; class of use; ori-
gin
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