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Restoration of the “Decree of Removing the Marquis State of Haihun”
Unearthed from the Tomb of Liuhe in Nanchang
ZHANG Jianwen, CAO Ji
(Nanchang, Jiangxi 330000) (Neijiang, Sichuan 641000)

Abstract: This paper examines the “Decree of Removing the Marquis State of Haihun” unearthed
from the tomb of Liu He in Nanchang by its text structure and content. The text structure of the decree is
rather complex, consisting of the main text, attachments, and subordinate texts. The main text is com-
posed of petitions and the actual decree. As a direct historical source documenting the removal of the
marquis state of Haihun in the Western Han Dynasty, the decree contains rich content. It argues from the
perspectives of ritual and political affairs that Liu He had no virtue and showed no remorse until his
death, thereby explaining the legitimacy of removing the marquis state of Haihun.

Keywords: the marquis state of Haihun; Liu He; decree
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