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HONGSHAN CULTURE SETTLEMENT AT THE SECOND
LOCATION OF THE XINGLONGGOU SITE IN AOHAN
BANNER, INNER MONGOLIA

by

First Inner Mongolia Team, Institute of Archaeology, CASS

Aohan Banner Museum

The Xinglonggou archaeological site is located southeast of Aohan Banner, Chifeng Cit-
y, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. It consists of three distinct locations, containing re-
mains of the Xinglongwa, Hongshan, and lower Xiajiadian cultures, with the second loca-
tion being a significant settlement of the Hongshan culture. In 2001 and 2003, the First In-
ner Mongolia Team from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the Aohan Banner Mu-
seum jointly excavated the second location, uncovering eight house structures and 55 ash
pits. In 2012, pottery figure fragments were discovered during investigation and mapping at
the second location of the Xinglonggou site. Subsequent excavation confirmed that these fig-
ures, found in a house structure, originated from the Hongshan culture. The excavation of
the second location within the Xinglonggou site has uncovered many features and artifacts
from the Hongshan culture. Archaeological features mainly include house structures, ash
pits, and an encircling trench on the southwest side. The unearthed artifacts primarily con-
sist of pottery vessels, lithic tools, and shell tools. Pottery vessels are most abundant, inclu-
ding cylindrical jars, bo-bowls, pen-basins, pan-plates, zhong-cups, and a significant quan-
tity of painted pottery such as weng-urns. The number of lithic tools found is smaller, pri-
marily featuring axes, disc-shaped objects, choppers, grinding slabs, and grinding pestles. A
certain number of microlithic tools were also found. According to carbon-14 dating and pot-
tery typology research, the findings at the second location of Xinglonggou belong to the late
Hongshan culture, indicating a medium-sized settlement with a distinctive sacrificial func-
tion. As one of the scientifically explored and artifact-rich late Hongshan settlement sites, its
findings provide important insights into the living customs, subsistence economy, social
structures, sacrificial beliefs, and social complexity of the late Hongshan period, making it a

resource of great academic value in understanding the origins of Chinese civilization.
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