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The Shifts of Fang Capital as Reflected by Bronze Vessels
ZHANG Liyan LV Qiang (Changchun, Jilin 130024)

Abstract: Judging from the age differences among bronze vessels inscribed with the characters
“Fang Jing ( 5%)” and “Fang ()", we suggest that “Fang Jing” was replaced by “Fang” in the later
stage of the middle Western Zhou. Over time, the role of Fang Jing transformed from a multifunctional
center, where the Zhou kings organized political, cultural, educational, and recreational activities, into a
place where the Zhou kings only held political events occasionally. In the late Western Zhou period,
Fang Jing appeared only as a place name. Through the later period of the mid-Western Zhou to the late
Western Zhou period, bronze inscribed with “Fang” no longer mentioned activities that were con-
strained by the surrounding water systems and environmental conditions, including archery, boating,
fishing, and hunting, This change could have resulted from the changing water systems, climates, and
environmental settings within the “Fang Jing” region.

Keywords: Fang Jing (“  i"); Western Zhou; bronze vessels; age
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