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Initial Insights into the Paleolithic Assemblages Unearthed from the Danjiangkou Reservoir:
Reflections on Recent New Discoveries along the Middle Route of the South—to—north Water
Diversion Project
LI Jingya (Beijing 100044) (Beijing 100049) SONG Guoding, ZHAO Jingfang (Beijing 100191)

Abstract: In order to cooperate with the South-to-north Water Diversion project, several Chinese
archaeological units have made rescue excavations in the Danjiangkou Reservoir area, revealing some
important paleolithic remains. Using statistical methods, we identified four types of lithic tools (peb-
ble-tool-assemblage, pebble-tool-supplemented and flake-tool-oriented assemblage, flake-stone-supple-
mented and pebble-tool-oriented assemblage, and flake-tool-assemblage), which date to the late phase
of lower Pleistocene to the late phase of the Upper Pleistocene. We suggest that these classifications in-
dicate human migration and communication. We argue that the Paleolithic lithic assemblages unearthed
from the Danjiangkou Reservoir are crucial for understanding the evolution of Paleolithic cultures in
South China and the cultural contact between South and North China during the Paleolithic Age.

Keywords: Danjiangkou Reservoir; Paleolithic; pebble tool assemblage; flake tool assemblage
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Brief Report of Tombs M8 and M9 at the Xiaojiachong Cemetery in Zhongxiang City of Hubei
Province
Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology (Wuhan, Hubei 430077)
Jingmen Museum (Jingmen, Hubei 448099)
Zhongxiang Municipal Museum (Zhongxiang, Hubei 431900)

Abstract: From September to December 2022, in order to support the construction of the Shang-
hai-Chongqing-Chengdu High-Speed Railway project, the Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics
and Archaeology, in collaboration with related museums, conducted a salvage excavation at the Xiaojia-
chong Cemetery. A total of 125 tombs dating to the Eastern Zhou Dynasty were cleared up. Among
them, tombs M8 and M9 are double burials, with a husband and wife in separate graves, dating to the
late Warring States period. Given the size of the tombs and the nature of burial goods, we infer that the
occupant of tomb M8 held the status of a "shi" (a high-ranking official). These two tombs are of great
value in studying Chu-style burials of the Chu state as well as cultural exchanges between the Chu state
and the Wu Yue region during the late Warring States period .
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