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Implications of Funeral Customs for Studying Ethnicity in Archaeological Studies
LIANG Yun, AN Tingyu
(Xi’an, Shaanxi 710127)

Abstract: Archaeological cultures are essentially a categorization of archaeological remains that
have intricate correspondences with ancient ethnic groups. Different ethnic groups within an archaeo-
logical culture can be distinguished through distinct burial customs, while the consistency of burial cus-
toms can confirm the presence of the same ethnic group across different archaeological cultures. Among
the various elements of archaeological culture, burial customs are most strongly correlated with ethnic i-
dentity, followed by pottery, and then ritual bronzes. Weapons and tools have the weakest correlation
with ethnic identity. Therefore, it can be argued that burial customs strongly indicate ethnic identity in
the study of archaeological cultures.
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