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Dating and Identification of the Xie Family Cemetery in Niushangtou, Lin’ an, Zhejiang
ZHANG Ke' CHEN Kun®

(1. Yue Lu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan, 410082;

2. Hangzhou Yuhang Cultural Relics Protection and Management Office, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 311699)

Abstract: Several bricks with inscriptions were discovered in the Niushangtou Cemetery in Lin’ an,
Zhejiang. Some of the bricks bear the phrase “Marquis Guanzhong Xie”, indicating that the Xie family is the
tomb owner rather than the craftsmen or aides overseeing the construction of the brick tombs. This is a rare
and well-documented family cemetery during Six Dynasties in the Zhejiang region. Through analysis, it can
be deduced that the cemetery dates back to the third year of the Taining period of the Eastern Jin Dynasty
(325 AD) and continued until the third year of the Renshou period of the Sui Dynasty (603 AD). The Xie
family in this case is not related to the Xie family of Chen County in Yangxia but may be associated with the
Xie family of Kuaiji of Shanyin. Numerous family cemeteries from the Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasties
period have been found, with the majority located in the Nanjing area and mainly attributed to prominent
northern families. Even in clearly identified southern aristocratic family cemeteries, their cultural charac-
teristics often tend to resemble those of the prominent northern clans. However, the Niushangtou Cemetery in
Lin’ an is distinct; its tomb owners belong to southern aristocratic families, and the burial style shows little
influence from the northern clans. Therefore, it serves as an excellent material and breakthrough point for in-
vestigating the differences between northern and southern burial customs during the Eastern Jin and Southern
Dynasties period.

Key words: Niushangtou Cemetery; dating; Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasties; cultural attribution;
Xie family of Kuaiji
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