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Transformation of Cultural Patterns in Southern China during the Middle Shang Period
SUN Zhuo
(Wuhan, Hubei 430077)

Abstract: By analyzing the Middle Shang remains unearthed from Panlongcheng and its neighbor-
ing areas, we suggest that the cultural patterns in southern China during the Middle Shang period are
characterized by two stages, marked by the abandonment of Panlongcheng. In the earlier stage, with
Panlongcheng serving as the center, the strong influence of the Central Plains was evident in southern
China, and the Shang kings in the Central Plains exerted direct control over the production and use of
ritual bronzes and related activities in the southern region. In the later stage, by contrast, after the de-
cline of Panlongcheng, the production and use of ritual bronzes in the southern region spread into wider
spatial extents along with the collapse of large urban settlements, which is noticed clearly at, for exam-
ple, the sites of Miaotaizi and Taijiasi. The elite groups in the southern region gained their independence
to a large extent. We suggest that the transformation of cultural patterns in southern China reflects the
shifting strategies of the Shang kings beyond the Central Plains during the Middle Shang period.

Keywords: Middle Shang Culture; Panlongcheng; Miaotaizi; Jiangjunkui-style jar
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