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of Buddhist art from Dunhuang to the west during the late Qocho Uyghur period.

Key words: Cave 41 of the Beziklik Grottoes; Western Pure Land Sutra variation images, Amitayurbha-
vana-siitra variation images; Dunhuang Grottoes

A brief understanding of the image of “wind God and thunder God” in the ancient ruins of Buddhist
temples in Grottoes of western rigions Discussing the new “Wind Thor” in Cave 40 of Beziklik
meanwhile LI Guo

Abstract: The image of wind God and thunder God is not uncommon in Buddhist classics and carving
and painting. Because the image of this god is not clear enough in historical documents, the concrete
performance is not the same. The appearance of wind gods and thunder gods in the ancient ruins of the
Buddhist temples in the Western regions is related to Buddhism to some extent. After Buddhism was in-
troduced into the Central Plains, on the basis of inheriting the foreign Buddhist art, it integrated the Chi-
nese traditional celestial thought and expression techniques since the Han and Wei Dynasties and
formed a new style. The image of wind god and thunder God appeared in a large number of Buddhist
paintings of various periods in the ancient ruins of Buddhist temples along the Silk Road, which was
the result of the integration of the Central Plains culture and Buddhist culture. At this time, the gods of
wind, rain and lightning were no longer “natural gods”, but had become the “protection gods” of Bud-
dhism. The “wind thunder God” is newly discoverd in Cave 40 of Beziklik in Turfan, which is like
melting wind and thunder two gods in one. This unique form of expression is extremely rare and pre-
cious in many grottoes in the Western regions and even in the ancient ruins of Buddhist temples in the
world.

Key words: The Western Grottoes; Ancient ruins of Buddhist temples; Mahe$vara; The God of Wind;
Thor

Summary of Research on Chinese Contract Documents Unearthed in Dunhuang and Turfan

HAN Shuwei
Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century, a large number of manuscripts were found in Dunhuang
and Turfan which also includes many Contract Documents, which has important significance to the re-
search of ethnic culture, social history, especially the study of economy and law in Northwest of China.
This paper systematically introduces the research status of Chinese contractual documents unearthed in
Dunhuang, Turfan and Khara-Khoto from two parts abroad and at home, our purpose is providing aca-
demic convenience for the related research of contractual documents in the academic.
Key words: Dunhuang; Turfan; Khara-Khoto,; Chinese Contracts ; Research review

Discovery of the ruins of an ancient city in Ili district
A. A. Diakov; (translated by) TANG Chaojun; (proofread by) LAI Hongbo

Pelliot’s book views and his pen wars Translated by ZHAO Feiyu
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