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ABSTRACT: In light of recent excavations at the Zhaigou site of the Shang Dynasty, this study delves into burial types,
classifications, and distinctive characteristics, with an aim to shed light on the social structure of the Late Shang Dynasty
in Northern Shaanxi. The authors suggest the Shang Dynasty tombs in this region can be classified into two primary types:
tombs with entry ramps and shaft-pit tombs. Further examination, encompassing factors such as shape, size, and associated
funerary artifacts, indicates that these tombs can be classified into three distinct classes. It is noteworthy that some features
may have indicated local traditions, including unique tomb types, infrequent sacrificial practices, burial vehicles in back-
filled sediments, and special site selections. In the Late Shang Dynasty, the Northern Shaanxi Plateau region showed obvious

hierarchical differentiation and social complexity, which is of great value for understanding the regional social structure.
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