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Ya—-Jiang Ethnic Group and Ya-Jiang Bronze Groups of the Shang Dynasty
WANG Qi YUE Hongbin
(Beijing 100084)

Abstract: At Yin Ruins, a kind of bronze ware with the inscription “Ya—Jiang” was unearthed from
the tomb of Fu—Hao and some noble tombs. “Ya—Jiang,” also referred to as “Jiang,” is the inscription of
the Jiang ethnic group. Bronzes inscribed with Ya—Jiang are mainly dated to the early period and less to
the late period of Yin Ruins. This is compatible with the oracle bones’ records of Jiang group’s activi-
ties, indicating that Jiang group was active during the Shang king Wu—-Ding’s reign. Jiang group are the
descendants of the Shang king Zu—Y'i, a branch of the royal family, and they maintained close relations
with Wu-Ding and Fu—Hao. Wu-Ding relied heavily on Jiang and awarded Jiang the title of marquis.
However, as Jiang chief passed away during the early and middle phases of Wu—Ding’s reign, the rela-
tionship between Jiang group and the royal family was gradually estranged. The research on Jiang group
and Jiang bronze groups helps understand the relationship between the Shang Dynasty's central govern-
ment and local government.

Keywords: Ya-Jiang, Fu—Hao, Wu—Ding, clan insignia, Yin Ruins
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Research on Prone Burial in Prehistoric China
YUAN Xiao (Xi'an, Shaanxi 710127)
LI Xiaolong (Xi'an, Shaanxi 710072)

Abstract: Prone burials are widely noticed at prehistoric cemeteries in southern China, the middle
and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, and the Yellow River basin. Based on the proportion and char-
acteristics of prone burials in Neolithic cemeteries, prehistoric prone burials can be classified into four
types, each representing different funeral beliefs. The temporal and spatial distribution of each type of
prone burial and their cultural characteristics suggest the close relationship between southern China and
the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. The prone burials in the middle and lower reaches of the Yel-
low River may also be related to those in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. By contrast, prone
burials in the Yangtze River's lower reaches and the Yellow River's upper reaches may have developed
independently.

Keywords: prone burial; prehistoric period; southern China; middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River valley; the Yellow River valley; funeral beliefs; spatial-temporal relationship

(340 % RO ¥ B

71



