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ABSTRACT: The large-scale subterranean pentagon houses with complex internal structure represent one important
characteristic of the Miaodigou culture. Their functions have also been widely discussed by many scholars. Through
reanalyzing the internal structure, surrounding remains, and the related factors of this type of buildings, this paper proposes
a new idea that those big houses might have been related to production of polychrome pottery, the most influential type of
ceramics at that time. The author highlighted that large-scale subterranean pentagon houses and ceremonial polychrome
ceramics, such as those with “Huashan rose” motifs, always coexist. The exploration of this positive correlation provides

a new perspective of the settlement structure of the Miaodigou culture and the complexity process of prehistoric Chinese

society.
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