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On the Interconnected—Sheng pei—ornament of the Han Dynasty
LIAO Wei (Changsha, Hunan, 410005)

Abstract: Interconnected-Sheng pei-ornaments are widely found in jade artifacts from the Han Dy-
nasty, often referred to as the “Sheng-shaped pei,” “Square-Sheng pei,” “Si’nan pei,” “Flat-Sheng
pet,” and so on. The interconnected pei consists of a horizontal hairpin, Sheng-shaped at both ends and
a hairpin head. We classify interconnected pei into five types (A, B, C, D, and E) and discuss them from
coexistence relationships, changing patterns, and functional speculations. It was discovered that from
the Western Han Dynasty to the Wei and Jin Dynasties, the horizontal hairpin of interconnected pei
gradually weakened, the Sheng shape strengthened, and the distance between the two Sheng tended to
disappear, indicating a clear evolutionary trend. Two other related issues were explored, too. We found
a clear origin of the “Si’nan pei,” a special type of interconnected pei at a certain stage. Also noticed is
that “T. -shaped pei” and “Si’nan pei” are not the same object type and are developed independently.
With the new understanding of the development of the belief in the Queen Mother of the West, the inter-
connected Sheng pei may have a richer connotation, given its use as an auspicious sign.

Keywords: square-Sheng pei-ornament; Si'nan ornament; flat-Sheng ornament; auspicious sign
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Unique Semi-circular Wooden Coffin Cover from the Qin Tombs at Shuihudi in Yunmeng
CHEN Hong (Xi’an, Shaanxi 710600)

Abstract: The semi-circular wooden coffin cover from the Qin tombs at the Shuihudi site in Yun-
meng is not found in Chu tombs or later Chu cultural areas. By collecting relevant burial data and trac-
ing their origins, some round wooden coffin covers from Eastern Zhou tombs in Lingtaidong Mountain
and Shijia cemetery in Qingyang of Gansu Province are similar to the semi-circular wooden coffin cov-
ers from the Shuihudi site, possibly suggesting a connection. These were used only by government offi-
cials and nobles, likely representing a diverse group of people from various local origins. The coexis-
tence of the semi-circular wooden coffin covers and sacrificial burials at the Shuihudi site suggests a
temporal and spatial relationship. The introduction of sacrificial burials and semi-circular wooden coffin
covers to the Chu region likely came from Qin immigrants from the Guanlong region.

Keywords: Shuihudi Qin cemetery in Yunmeng; semi-circular wooden coffin cover; Guanlong

area; immigrant; animal sacrifice
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