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A Study of Bronze Daggers with Human Faces and Bow—shaped Guards
PENG Chang-lin' FU Zhen®

(1.Institute of History and Anthropology, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan, 410081 ;
2. Guangxi Institute of Cultural Relics Protection and Archaeology, Nanning, Guangxi, 530001)

Abstract: A comprehensive analysis of bronze swords with human faces and bow—shaped guards reveals
that these distinctive weapons were prevalent from the Warring States period to the mid—Western Han Dynas-
ty. These swords, found in various locations, are believed to have been produced by the Gouding Culture in
the southeastern Yunnan and northwestern Guangxi regions before spreading to other areas. The decorations
on these swords reflect religious beliefs, particularly the worship of the Sun God and bird totems.

Key words: bronze swords with human faces and bow—shaped guards; form; period; Gouding Culture;

Sun God worship
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