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An Analysis of the Epitaphs of Prime Minister Han Huang and His
Son Han Qun‘s Couple of the Middle Tang Dynasty

Zhao Haiyan

ABSTRACT: This thesis focuses on the epitaphs of on the tomb tablets of Han Huang, his
son Han Qun with his wife née Li, which bear the messages to be added to the literature
concerning the genealogy of the Han Xiu family as well as the life and career of Han Xiu
and his offspring. Han Huang is a renowned minister with the power in politics, military
and finance, with the Jiedushi( 7 J# fii ), governors of provinces in charge of both civil
and military affairs under his leadership as Prime Minster of the Tang Dynasty. Han Qun,
Han Huang’s eldest son, well learning from his forefathers, is good at calligraphy, painting
and art, while his wife, née Li was born from a prestigious clan in Longxi area. As a result
of the analysis of the tomb inscriptions, some puzzled messages in the text are properly
interpreted, and the turbulence of the Middle Tang Dynasty is well reflected by the changes
of Han Huang’s official ranks.

KEYWORDS: Han Huang; Han Qun; Mrs. née Li; epitaph; analysis

A Study of the Northern-Wei Slender-shaped Pottery figurines
Unearthed in Luoyang

Xu Chanfei Shen Chen [Canada]

ABSTRACT: There are tombs’ pottery figurines in unique style excavated in the Northern-
Wei tombs before 1950s, slender-shaped, flat-back with shorter-upper but longer-lower
body, most of which are now housed overseas, so get less studied by academia. The thesis
focuses on the selected 13 pieces of figures from the Royal Ontario Museum in Canada, the
Philadelphia Museum of Art in the United States and the Palace Museum of China, reaching
the following: By feature, they are categorized into the 2™ and the 3™ of the four groups of
the Northern-Dynasty figurines, who play as honor warriors and servants in ceremonial
procession; By design and costume, the slender-shaped figurines featured by the Northern-
Wei style probably originated from Luoyang, Henan Province. It is showed by the self-
features and historical documents that the slender-shaped pottery figurines prevail during
the period from after Emperor Xiaowen ( 2= I #7 ) moving the capital to Luoyang and
Emperor Xuanwu ( E X7l ) of the Northern-Wei dynasty. The rediscovery fills the absence
of the materials relating to the first-phrase pottery figurines in Luoyang era, which is
significantly useful for the study of their evolution through the Northern-Wei Dynasty.

KEYWORDS: slender-shaped pottery figurine; Luoyang area; the Luoyang period of
Northern-Wei Dynasty
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