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ABSTRACT: The settlement patterns in the Zhouyuan region during the Shang and Zhou periods form an important
foundation for studying major academic issues such as the regional political geography. Based on the most recent systematic
surveys and excavation results, and applying Geographic Information Systems (GIS) while also taking into consideration
topography, landforms, and unearthed bronze artifacts, this article joins individual points into an connected regional landscape.
It divides the evolution of settlement patterns in the Zhouyuan region during the Shang and Zhou periods into three stages: the
early to middle Pre-Zhou period, the late Pre-Zhou period, and the Western Zhou period. Before the late Pre-Zhou period, the
settlement pattern in the Zhouyuan region was characterized by a dispersed distribution of several Shang-era archaeological
cultures, each forming distinct settlement patterns within its distributional area. During the late Pre-Zhou period, the Nianzipo
culture became predominant, expanding its distribution and leading to the initial emergence of the ‘two horizontal and eight
vertical belts’ pattern. In the Western Zhou period, the number of settlements increased significantly, solidifying the ‘two
horizontal and eight vertical belts’ regional settlement structure. The Zhouyuan site emerged as the largest settlement in the
region, accompanied by subordinate settlements that could be categorized into three tiers. Within each vertical zone, the
settlement distribution generally followed a pattern of ‘one large settlement associated with several smaller settlements,” with the
large settlement occupying the upper river reaches. The ‘Weihe (74:77]) horizontal belt’ lacked notably first-tier settlements, while

the first-tier settlements within the ‘Weihe (571]) horizontal belt’ were concentrated in two distinct clusters.
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