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A Study of Bronze Narrow—Mouthed Tripods during the Eastern Zhou Period
SHANG Ru—chun

(School of Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Bronze narrow—mouthed tripods first emerged in the early to mid—Spring and Autumn period

in the Jianghuai and southern Shandong regions, characterized by types Aa and Ba. These vessels are linked

to the Qunshu cultural system and the prevalence of flai—lidded tripods in these areas. By the late Spring and

Autumn period, types Ab and Bb, influenced by Chu—style lidded tripods, were incorporated into the Chu

cultural system, continuing through the late Warring States period. Analysis of inscriptions, burial contexts,

and forms suggests that these tripods were mainly used as water vessels, though some also served as cooking

implements. Their use was primarily limited to mid—to—high—ranking nobles, with no clear gender or ethnic

distinctions. The appearance of narrow—mouthed tripods in tombs enhanced the status of water vessels or tri-

pod cooking implements in bronze ritual sets. The development of bronze narrow—mouthed tripods reflects

the close cultural exchanges between the Chu state and the Jianghuai—southern Shandong bronze traditions

during the Eastern Zhou period.

Key words: Eastern Zhou period; bronze narrow—mouthed tripod; spatial-temporal evolution; function;
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