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Social Stratification and Cultural Fusion: Evidence from Western Zhou

Tombs at the Pottery Workshop Site of Dayuan Village, Fengjing
FU Zhongyang XU Lianggao
(Institute of Archacology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract : Between 2017 and 2023, 31 tombs from the Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC)
were excavated at the pottery workshop site in Dayuan Village, Fengjing. The burial complex comprises 29
vertical pit tombs and 2 ash pits, exhibiting diverse mortuary practices including prone and supine straight limb
burials. The tomb structures vary in complexity, with 15 featuring double-coffin arrangements, 8 with single
coffins, and 6 without coffins. Distinctive ritual elements include head-and-hoof burials, dog sacrifices in waist
pits, human sacrifices on secondary platforms, and various animal offerings. The tombs reveal a social
hierarchy encompassing various groups, including low-ranking aristocrats managing pottery production, skilled
potters, and general laborers, likely representing multiple ethnicities. Evidence of multicultural practices in
several tombs underscores the Zhou Dynasty’ s role in a broader cultural synthesis, maintaining the dominant
tradition of indigenous Zhou practices, inheriting traditions from the Shang culture of the Central Plains and
incorporating influences from the Rong and Di peoples of the northwest. This fusion reflects the interaction
between the Huaxia and other neighboring ethnic groups, exemplifying a process of pluralistic integration in
early Chinese history. Furthermore, the stratified social composition of these tombs suggests a specialized, non-
hereditary craft production system, managed by centralized authority, distinguishing it from the “family-based”
artisan model described in pre-Qin texts like Kao Gong Ji ( The Artificers’ Record).

Keywords: Western Zhou Dynasty; tombs; social composition; cultural fusion
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