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ABSTRACT: From 2022 to 2023, the Shaanxi Academy carried out an excavation at the Huangchengtai cemetery within
the Shimao site. As the highest-ranked cemetery discovered so far, Huangchengtai is located at the center of the palatial zone,
serving as the burial ground for Shimao’s rulers. This cemetery dates back to the middle phase of the Shimao culture. Drawing
on newly excavated materials, along with other cemeteries related to the Shimao culture, this article identifies three main
characteristics of high-ranking tombs at Shimao: the use of coffins as burial furniture, the placement of sacrificial victims outside
the coffin, and the inclusion of ceramic ritual vessels in niches. The strong similarities in burial practices across these tombs
suggest that the institutionalization of burial rituals had already occurred, likely by the middle phase of the Shimao culture.

Additionally, this study proposes that the funeral rituals were sustained over a relatively long period.
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