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ABSTRACT: The pottery artifacts found in the Dadianzi cemetery, including truncated waist-constricted
Type A li vessels, pseudo-ring-footed jars, and handled or knobbed Type C /i vessels, exhibit distinct chronological
variation. Based on sequencing of these three pottery types, 180 tombs have been divided into three phases. The
distribution of tombs across these phases suggests the following preliminary conclusions: in the northern area,
the“ancestral burial ground” was established first, followed by other tombs surrounding the ancestral burial
ground, and tombs on the periphery of the northern area were built last. Central area“a” began to develop after the
establishment of the ancestral burial ground. Around the latter half of the central area“a” phase, central area“b”
and southern areas “f”, “a” and “c” began to form sequentially. As these four areas became increasingly occupied,
three additional areas, southern areas “b”, “e” and “d”, were subsequently established. Radiocarbon dating further
corroborates that the later the phase of the tomb, the younger its age. Based on radiocarbon dates, this study
suggests that use of the Dadianzi cemetery did not exceed 200 years, and that the cemetery contains the remains

of at least seven generations of the Dadianzi kinship group.
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