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Palace Museum Journal

The Jade Features of Ancient Shu State Analyzed from the Jades of
Sanxingdui and Jinsha Sites

FuWanlu XuShiyu RanHonglin LeiYu LiuKe LuHao

ABSTRACT: The jades excavated at Sanxingdui and Jinsha sites mean much for unveiling
the regional style and evolution sequence of the jades of ancient Shu State. The analysis
between the jade objects from Pits 1 and 2 of Sanxingdui Site and those of Jinsha Site in
material, craftsmanship, shape and ornamentation in the thesis tries to get the idea about
the accumulated knowledge, techniques, values, religious sacrifice and cultural exchanges of
the ancient Shu people in selecting, processing and using jade artifacts. The results suggest
that the Jinsha jade grows up from Sanxingdui jade culturally in major features, meanwhile
takes in multi-cultures from the Central Plains and the lower reaches of the Yangtze River,
which embodies the succession, innovation, consistency, inclusiveness and steadiness of the
ancient Shu jade culture in development.

KEYWORDS: Sanxingdui site; Jinsha site; jade culture

On the Technological Application of Core Rod and Strip Chaplets to
Sanxingdui Bronzes

Guo Jianbo Mei Jianjun Xiao Qing Zhang Xueyan
Chen Kunlong Xie Zhenbin QuLiang YuJian

ABSTRACT: The casting process of Sanxingdui bronzes is always a hot topic in academic
circles. It is unique and distinctive in spite of its close link with the techniques of the central
plains and the middle and lower reaches of the Changjiang River. The analysis using X-ray
CT scanning and non-destructive testing has gained more knowledge about the internal
structure of the Sanxingdui bronzes and the technological application of core rod and
strip chaplet. It works as the advanced casting process of that time to make a significant
difference in technology between the bronze products of Sanxingdui and anywhere else of
the same age, reflecting the technological and cultural context where the Sanxingdui bronzes
come into being.

KEYWORDS: Sanxingdui site; bronze artifact; corerod; strip chaplet

A Research on Pottery Drums Unearthed at Kangjia Site in Lintong,
Shaanxi

Qin Xiaoli

ABSTRACT: Neolithic pottery drums are commonly found in the sites under the Yangshao
Culture, but rarely under the Longshan Culture when the ritual system is relatively well-
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developed. This thesis focuses on a couple of the documented pottery drums and shards
excavated at Kangjia site of Lintong of Shaanxi Province, which are dated to the late period
of the Longshan Culture. They are likely drum-shaped wares used in daily life more than
ceremonial drums. jar-shaped, smaller than the large-sized alligator-shaped drums of the
tombs in Taosi. Meanwhile, the analysis also touched on the pottery drums in social sense
and the roles they play in the traditional ritual culture under the Longshan Culture of China.

KEYWORDS: Keshengzhuang Culture; Kangjia Site; pottery drum; etiquette
culture; sacrificial banquet

An Archaeological Survey and Research onto Dongzhang Kilns in
Fuqing

Chen Zhitao Yang Zelin

ABSTRACT: ‘Dongzhang Kiln’ is collectively named for the kiln sites respectively located in
the villages of Shikeng, Banling, Lingxia and Zhongshan altogether in Dongzhang Town,
Fuqing City, Fujian Province. Along with the Dou Cha (tea appreciation, tea competition)
culture rising in the Song Dynasty, the black-glazed Zhan (small cup) prevailed and served as
a representative symbol of tea sets of the Song dynasty. The Dongzhang Kiln did the same
as Jian Kiln to fire a large amount of black-glazed Zhan, which made itself top-listed among
the manufacturers along the middle and lower reaches of Minjiang River in the Song-Yuan
period. The report based on the 2022-2023 investigation of Dongzhang Kiln sites reviews
the porcelain products in type and evolution as well as the nature of Dongzhang Kiln or
Dongzhang Ware with the remains in the sites and the under-water archaeological findings.

KEYWORDS: Dongzhang Kiln; Song-Yuan period; black-glazed porcelain; export
porcelain
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