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Abstract: This paper examines bronze /ing and /ei vessels from the late Shang Dynasty to the middle
Spring and Autumn period, focusing on artifacts with self-inscriptions. By analyzing the similarities and
differences between the bronze /ing and lei vessels, nine key characteristics are summarized in the article.
This study also explores their close relationship in terms of shape, function, assemblage, period of popularity,
and regional distribution. The conclusion is drawn that bronze /ing was derived from bronze /ei, and there
is a derivative relationship between the two. Some bronze ling vessels resemble pottery vessels. This is
a common phenomenon of bronze artifacts imitating pottery counterparts during their development. This
cannot be used to prove that bronze /ing originated from pottery ones, nor can it serve as evidence to refute
the derivative relationship between bronze /ing and lei vessels.
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