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Social Interaction during the Longshan Period from a Social Network Perspective: A

Case Study of the Southeastern Coast of Shandong
WANG Zheng-liang FANG Hui

(School of Archaeology, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong, 250100)

Abstract: A social network analysis of settlements in the southeastern coastal region of Shandong during
the Longshan period reveals that early Longshan social networks were larger and more complex. However,
there were notable differences in network patterns between major settlements such as Liangchengzhen,
Yaowangcheng, and Hetou, suggesting varying interaction dynamics between centers and their surrounding
areas. By the mid—Longshan period, the network around Hetou in the north contracted significantly and frag-
mented, while the Rizhao region’s network remained stable, and the importance of Liangchengzhen increased
within the regional network. Additionally, chemical compositional analysis of pottery provides valuable mate-
rial evidence for reconstructing these social networks.

Key words: social network analysis; settlement patterns; Longshan period; southeastern coastal Shan-

dong
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