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Preliminary Study on the Distribution and Dissemination of Amber Bead Ornaments in the
Han Dynasty
CAI Qing (Wuhan, Hubei 430205)

Abstract: Using archaeological materials, this study examines the occurrence and distribution of
Han Dynasty amber bead ornaments. By analyzing interregional connections based on historical geo-
graphical information and considering the types and chronological characteristics of amber beads within
each region, we preliminarily outline their dissemination paths. These ornaments were most densely dis-
tributed in the Lingnan and Hunan-Hubei regions. Their spread south of the Yangtze River is closely
linked to maritime trade along the South China Sea Silk Road, with combined river-sea transportation in
the Hunan-Hubei and Lingnan areas serving as the primary mode of dissemination. The combined trans-
port routes extended north to Nanyang and east to Yangzhou; these locations served as important transit
hubs that facilitated the continued flow of amber to northern economic centers. The Central Plains region
was simultaneously influenced by material and cultural exchanges from both the northern overland Silk
Road and the southern maritime Silk Road. Bead ornaments from the South China Sea Silk Road scarce-
ly reached the northwest region; amber beads in that area likely arrived via the overland Silk Road.

Keywords: Han Dynasty; amber bead ornaments; distribution; dissemination paths
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Sedentism and Origin of Agriculture in Southern Inner Mongolian Plateau
QU Yumeng (Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The transition from mobile hunting-gathering to settled agricultural societies involved a
prolonged process of climate change and cultural adaptation. Current research on the transition from the
Paleolithic to Neolithic periods in the Inner Mongolia Plateau remains insufficient. Since 2010, discov-
eries at sites such as Yumin, Simagou, Xinglong, and Sitai in southern Inner Mongolia have advanced
our understanding of this transition. A comprehensive analysis of published archaeological materials in-
dicates that this region experienced an increasing degree of settlement during the Holocene, allowing for
preliminary inferences regarding the origins of agriculture and its reason. These findings are meaningful
for understanding early human-environment relationships, cultural and social changes, and the agricul-
tural origins in the Inner Mongolia Plateau.

Keywords: Inner Mongolia Plateau; cultural adaptability; sedentism; agriculture
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