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ABSTRACT: “County-type” bone tags unearthed at the Han Dynasty Weiyang Palace site represent

archival records of local counties producing crossbows for central institutions under the “craftsman’s name

inscription” system. The inscriptions on these bone tags differ from those on bone tags associated with craft

officials, central agencies, and marquises. These county-type bone tags document three counties—Anyi, Henan,

and Pingyu—and reference the offices of magistrate, deputy magistrate, and storage facility. The “storage

facility” located in the counties was distinct from the “armory,” which was a central institution. The county

storage facilities primarily managed, stored, and maintained county-level weaponry and supplies, with additional

responsibilities for limited production and repair. In contrast, the central armory’s primary function was to store

national weaponry. County-type bone tags date to no later than the Taichu era; they disappear after this period.

Their disappearance correlates with the emergence of Henan, Nanyang, and Yingchuan as the primary centers of

crossbow production under central craft institutions.
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