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Study on the Newly Discovered Round and Back-screen Statues
from Anyue County, Sichuan

% % LiFei
)&% E R R, AAR, 610000
#M#FH  Yang Xiuwei
ZEOENZB, L&, 642360
FKME1%  Zhang Pengwei
M)l e e, AvER, 610000

ARRE.
ZEREHFHANAMNEERRGLAE, HPRFHTe ARG AZEKR, ABEH
JERHRRIAE, AIETRBARHAHAZRN, DR E A EREEHENETAEE
B 5 ZEEMPIEE IR AR K, ARMEME R F I LR BIFE, HERERERN
BEBKER, RABARRAMGIMEALET X TUN TR, ORI EREGE 2 LEFR
HEBARIRS, SRFETOHERAFNT R, 2 AT F HF R A PERE Ha g, Hnl
REAR O HE BB H TR, RWRT PEE A0S B A ) A R 697 AT VAR A 18
ARBE, X ARG FT TR ERNIMERHEX, BTTLEREEZINERTE HEE
XE57R, AR ESENRMEAZHETEERLEAETEEL,

eSSk
Z% B FAXER REWE RN

Abstract: This paper systematically introduces five newly discovered stone statues from the Sui to
Song dynasties in the Anyue County. Among them, three large round statues from Yongqing Foeryan,
dating to the Sui and early Tang periods, exhibit strong artistic influences from the Northern and
Southern dynasties. These works hold significant value for exploring the stylistic evolution of Buddhist
iconography in the Sichuan-Chongging region during the transition from the Northern and Southern
dynasties to the Tang era. The Samgha statue from Anyue Wofoyuan, created during the peak of the
monastery’s expansion in the late Northern Song to early Southern Song, contrasts sharply with Tang
dynasty carvings at the site, serving as a critical example of the dramatic shifts in popular religious
practices during the Tang-Song transition. These four large round statues formed integral components
of cave temple complexes and likely served as central devotional objects within monastery settings.
The back-screen Taoist statue from Wuli Village Guanyin Hall, dating to the Sui dynasty, is believed to
have been commissioned by patrons to pray for deceased relatives and guide their souls in the afterlife.
This piece reflects the widespread popularity of Taoism in Sichuan-Chongqing during the Sui to early
Tang periods, as well as Taoism’s adaptation of Buddhist sculptural conventions. Together, these five
statues enrich our understanding of Anyue’s diverse sculptural styles during their respective periods,
demonstrating distinct forms and functions beyond cave temples and cliff carvings. They provide
crucial insights into the interplay of religious beliefs, artistic innovation, and socio-cultural practices in
Anyue and the broader Sichuan-Chongging region.
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