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MAUSOLEUMS OF THE SOUTHERN DYNASTIES.
CONTINUITY, REVIVAL, AND LOCALIZATION
IN BURIAL PRACTICES

by
Xu Zhigiang

Imperial mausoleums embody dynastic ritual systems, yet the unique characteristics and
broader framework of Southern Dynasties mausoleums remain understudied. Examining their
cultural influences, institutional origins, and development process offers valuable insights in-
to the Southern Dynasties’ ritual construction and political strategies. The underground bur-
ial chambers, including burial styles and grave goods, continued traditions from the Western
and Eastern Jin dynasties. In contrast, aboveground components—such as mounds, sacrifi-
cial halls, spirit paths with stone carvings, and the imperial mausoleum visitation system—
drew inspiration from Eastern Han mausoleums, reflecting efforts to revive Han practices.
New features unique to the Southern Dynasties also emerged, such as stone burial struc-
tures, stone grave goods, Buddhist elements, and distinctive decorative motifs, creating a
mausoleum system with a distinctly Southern Dynasties identity. Jin influences reflected the
continuity of burial traditions, while Han elements arose from the Liu Song regime’s efforts
to legitimize itself through the revival of “Han rituals. ” During the Eastern Jin and Liu Song
transition, Liu Song rulers emphasized these Hamrinspired practices, particularly in mausole-
um design and the imperial visitation system, to assert their role as restorers of Han tradi-
tions. This strategy strengthened their claims to orthodoxy and political legitimacy. The
mausoleum system established during the early Liu Song period persisted throughout the
Southern Dynasties, gradually incorporating localized features and emerging cultural trends.

Over time, it evolved into a unified and distinctive Southern Dynasties mausoleum tradition.
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