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A Study of Tomb Occupant Portraits in Song and Jin Brick—Carved Mural Tombs
SUN Shuai-jie

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023)

Abstract: Tomb occupant portraits constitute a significant theme in the brick—carved mural tombs of
the Song and Jin dynasties. By analyzing factors such as burial styles and the layout of tomb murals, this
study explores the symbolic meaning of these portraits. The inclusion of tomb occupant portraits reflects the
living’ s effort to create a resting place for the deceased’s soul, serving as an expression of filial piety while
invoking ancestral blessings. During the Jin and Yuan periods, influenced by Buddhist culture and a growing
emphasis on familial identity, these portraits increasingly conveyed a devotional atmosphere within the tomb.
The architectural features of brick—carved mural tombs also reveal a retreat from in—tomb sacrificial practices
during this era.

Key words: brick—carved mural tombs; Song Dynasty; Jin Dynasty; tomb occupant portraits; devotion;

in—tomb sacrifice; Buddhist culture
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