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A Study of the Spatial Layout of Relief Stupa Carvings in the Yungang Grottoes
GAO Shuang-shuang

(School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872)

Abstract: Stupas are a prominent sculptural theme in the Yungang Grottoes, with relief stupas on the

the widespread popularity of Lotus Sutra beliefs.

cave walls notable for both their abundance and diverse layouts. An analysis of their distribution reveals four
distinct arrangement types: multi—stupa spaced, multi—stupa stacked—symmetrical, twin—stupa symmetrical,
and single—stupa independent. By correlating the construction dates of the caves with the carving periods of
the stupas, this study traces an evolution in layout from the single—stupa independent form to more complex
twin— and multi—stupa compositions. The emergence of these varied layouts can be attributed to three key in-

fluences: the adoption of Gandharan artistic traditions, the impact of twin—stupa ground-—level designs, and
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