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STUDY ON ERASURES AND RE-ENGRAVING IN
SHANG AND ZHOU BRONZE INSCRIPTIONS

by

Li Chuntao

A significant number of inscribed bronze ritual vessels from the pre-Qin period exhibit
evidence of erasures, with some also featuring re-engraved inscriptions. Despite its preva-
lence, this phenomenon has not been systematically studied. This paper examines inscription
modifications, analyzing relevant materials and discussing their implications. The first sec-
tion classifies inscription modifications based on content and method, addressing exceptional
cases. The second section explores key aspects of this phenomenon, including chronology,
regional affiliations, vessel ownership, inscription interpretation, and vessel-type variations,
while correcting misconceptions in previous scholarship. For example, earlier studies dated
the zun and pan set belonging to Marquis Yi of Zeng to the early Warring States period.
However, the original pan inscription indicates that it was commissioned by Marquis Yu
() of Zeng. Since both the zun and pan were produced concurrently, this paper argues
that the set should be reassigned to the late Spring and Autumn period. Regarding vessel
ownership, the Shi Fu ( ) zhong bell from the late Western Zhou period has traditionally
been attributed to an individual named Shi Fu since the Qing dynasty. However, analysis of
the erased inscriptions and common bronze inscription conventions suggests that the actual
commissioner of the vessel was Shi Fu’s wife. Regarding inscription interpretation, past
scholarship identified a character in the Ni Jun Xian (J¢f ) ding cauldron inscription as
“ 7 (zhui). However, based on residual strokes remaining after the inscription was

“

scraped, this paper argues that it should be transcribed as ”(duo) instead. Similarly, in

the recently published Feng () ding cauldron inscription, the character previously inter-

“

preted as ” ( feng) requires reconsideration and may be transcribed as “4¢” (zhu). The
third section examines transmitted texts and bronze inscriptions to explore the broader impli-
cations of these modifications, particularly regarding the circulation and reuse of bronze ves-

sels.
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