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On the Origin of a Class of Remains from Maojiazui, Qichun County,
with Reference to the Management of the Southern Territory in the
Early Western Zhou
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Abstract: The similarity in pottery styles suggests that the people in the Beixujiagiao area of the Yinxu
site, who used distinctive pottery tripods with splayed feet and flat crotches, as well as bronze vessels
inscribed with clan names such as “qiu” and “you”, were likely migrants from the Jianghan region who
settled in Yinxu around Phase II. The above-mentioned Jei, kettle-shaped tripods ding, converging-
mouth vessels jia, and Qiu-clan inscribed bronzes unearthed at the sites of Maojiazui and Xinwuwan
in Qichun, Hubei, may have come from within the range of the Yinxu, and have some connection with
the Beixujiagiao site. The appearance of Maojiazui remains in the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River in the early Western Zhou dynasty is related to Taibao's southern expedition to open
up the gold and tin routes and his subsequent establishment of strongholds to secure copper and tin
resources. Settlement analysis shows that a three-tier settlement structure of “center area - peripheral
area - stronghold area” existed in the southern part of the Yangtze River in the early Western Zhou
period. The Zhou people ensured the smooth flow of the “Golden Road and Tin Route” through the

relocation of the lower Yin remnants and the enlistment of the upper Yin aristocracy. The Zhou people

ensured the smooth operation of the “Golden and Tin Route” by relocating the lower Yin remnants and ‘ B 5
enlisting the upper Yin nobles. ;} =
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